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Words from Pastor Jim Lynch
It is, as hard as it may be to comprehend, October. The
record-scorching summer has at long last slipped
away, leaving the days of baking in the red-hot sun (or
hiding from it as best we could) just memories. The
leaves on the trees – those that survived the stress of
the drought – are turning colors. The nights are getting
longer and cooler and crisper as creation in our part of
the world begins the process of making itself ready for
a long winter’s nap (unless climate change gets in the
way once again). And yet the process of doing God’s
work with our hands (and feet) goes on.
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St. John’s had its Pet Blessing; the Crop Walk is coming up; we are looking toward New Consecration Sunday when we dedicate a portion of our blessings to the
glory of God; the sausage and kraut dinner is on the
calendar with Thanksgiving right behind and Advent
hard on its heels. And you know what comes right after
that? Wait. Wait. Wait. Slow down just a little. God’s
plan is not to be rushed. Neither is our enjoyment of
God’s good creation. We need to get out into it. We
need to let it into our lives. We need to give thanks and
praise to and for the God who has given us this blessing as well as all others. Creation is a gift. Creation is a
joy. Creation, when you stop to think about it, is part
of everything that we are, everything that we do. If we
treat it as kindly as we can, we will be using one of
God’s great gifts in the way it was intended. We will
be using it not selfishly, for our own purposes, but for
the benefit of all. Just the way we all should handling
all of the gifts we have been given. God gave us the
command to be fruitful and multiply in all ways, in our
stewardship of all of the blessings with which we have
been surrounded.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
October food drive
Each Sunday in October, disciples of St. John’s are
asked to bring nonperishable food items and put them
on the altar. This can be done before service or during
the offertory. All items collected will be given to the
Shalom Center food pantry. Let’s fill the altar so full we
will have to start putting items in the pews.

A N N UA L C R O P H U N G E R WA L K
. Kenosha’s annual

CROP Hunger Walk
will be held Sunday,
October 14th. Registration begins at 1:00pm
and the walk begins at
2:00pm. Anyone wishing to walk can pick up
a packet in the gatherENDING HUNGER
ing space. All walkers
ONE STEP
will need sponsors.
AT A TIME
Twenty-five percent of
the proceeds go to
Kenosha’s Shalom
Center and Salvation
Army. You may

sponsor a walker for
any amount. The
CROP Hunger walk
reminds us all that
we are the world’s
as well as our
neighbor’s caretakers.
Please contact, Mary
Zorn with any questions: (262)308-8500
or (262)764-0425.
Thank YOU St.
John’s for generously helping those
in need!

Our next time to serve at the Shalom center is
October 31st. If you can help please contact
Mary Zorn.

…. Continued Events
Election Day bake sale
Nov. 6 is the presidential election date. As has become
the tradition here at St. John’s, we will be holding a bake
sale. All proceeds will go to current ministries. If you can
donate baked goods, please bring them to the church
Nov. 4 before or after service; Nov. 5 between 5 and 7
p.m.; or any time Nov. 6 during election hours. Also, if
you can help man the tables to give Erv and Dorothea a
break, please let Dorothea know. Thanks so much in advance for all you do.

Fair Trade fair
God’s justice is beyond human comprehension but doing
justice in the here and now can taste quite delicious and
feel very good. The Dominican Sisters of Racine will be
bringing their Fair Trade coffee, tea, chocolate and gift
items to the Gathering Space from 3 to 7 p.m. Nov. 11.
The principle of Fair Trade is that the producers of the
goods are paid a fair, living wage. The middleman is cut
out. The standard of living is raised for the producers.
The Dominicans use the profits from the sale of Fair
Trade items to help fund their HOPES Center, which is
“committed to building awareness to the causes and consequences of poverty.”
The center provides mental health counseling and healing
arts services (art therapy, chiropractics, etc.) free of
charge to people who are homeless or at risk of being
homeless in Racine County. They do not turn away people in need of help regardless of residency.
This is the same day as the Sausage and Sauerkraut dinner at St. John’s. You can shop and eat and buy something for dessert. Do a little early Christmas shopping
even.

Consecration Sunday Is Coming
Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money Christians give to their church merely as a way to
pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a way
to help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting
their church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes.
St. John’s congregational council has selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis this year.
New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of
the giver to give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the
need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like members of a
social club who should pay dues, we see them like followers of Jesus Christ
who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Consecration
Sunday encourages us toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to
give?”
During morning worship on Consecration Sunday (Oct. 28), we are asking
our attendees and members to make their financial commitments to our
church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and around the world.
Every disciple of St. John’s who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does
so voluntarily by attending morning worship on Consecration Sunday. We
urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The
procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment
if he or she chooses not to fill out a card.
We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During worship, our guest leader, Pastor Grant Quever, will conduct a brief period of
instruction and inspiration, ending with members making their commitments as a confidential act of worship.
We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the
Consecration Sunday team and church council members. Since we will
make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will make
every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration
Sunday worship.
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events.
Carol Ziesemer
Congregational Council President
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FROM THE PRESIDENT: CAROL ZIESEMER
Welcome to the busy fall season! Children and teachers
have headed back to school,
and Sunday School is again
meeting. God’s blessings for
all students and teachers for
this school year. Our church
will celebrate our Lutheran
Heritage on Reformation Sunday in October and our Slovak
Heritage with the Sausage and
Sauerkraut Dinner in November. We will bless our pets,
be reminded about how to be
good stewards of all that God
has provided and enjoy the
beauty of the fall colors in Wisconsin. I do love the fall colors!
For 2013, we would like to use
an annual calendar planning
approach, which will be helpful
for increasing our communication throughout the congregation and preventing double
booking issues. This does not
mean that after the first of the
year nothing can be added to
the calendar, but that we will
have the long term vision to
plan and prepare adequately
for upcoming events. Each
committee and organization is
asked to start now with plan-

ning for the coming year. This
way the events can be posted
on our NEW website calendar, so that members and
friends of the congregation
can look ahead and see what
activities are planned. By the
way check out the new website, thanks to Eric Houghton
we now have a web page that
is both beautiful and functional.
St. John’s is a congregation
with a big heart, and our people are the heart of this
church. There are many opportunities to serve others
within our congregation and
the community. Weekly worship and bible study, all those
who assist as ushers, communion assistants, musicians, readers, cleaners or
fixers of the property, fellowship hosts, planners and
leaders have much to contribute. And in serving we truly
receive God’s blessing.
Please consider where you
might join in!
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MEET LEE & NANCY OTIS
Lee and Nancy met in High School and married 9 years later. Slow to commit.
Nancy grew up in Kenosha. She came from a family of six children. Lee
was born in Wayne Co. Michigan and has an older sister and younger sister.
He lived in several places (Dearborn, Michigan, Buffalo N.Y., Toronto, Canada) until his parents settled in Kenosha, for employment at American
Brass. Lee was in 9th grade.
After High School, Nancy went to work at the Sheriff’s Dept. and continued
to go to college in the evenings, eventually received BS in Finance. Lee got
into a Millwright apprenticeship and his first job was at the Pl Prairie Power
Plant. Nancy has 31 yrs with Kenosha County and Lee has a like amount in
the Millwright trade. We enjoyed our 20’s with camping and rafting trips
with friends, traveling and joined the Racine Curling Club together. Nancy
still participates in curling.
Spring of 1986, both in our late 20’s, we went ‘shopping’ for a church that
would marry us. Neither one of us had a church home at the time. First
stop was Christian Reformed Church, where Nancy grew up. Not a good fit.
Panic set in! We were living on the north side, just bought a home. We
made a visit to that quaint church called St. John’s Lutheran. We loved it!
Met with Pastor Swasko; were married in Aug. 1986 by Pastor Swasko at
the Kemper Center facility. We made irregular visits to St. John’s since the
wedding. But, then met the likes of June and Carol; enjoyed their enthusiasm and hospitality. We decided to join. Shortly after, I was approached
as to whether I would be able to take on the Treasurer’s job.
Hmmmm….guess so…well, 25 years later…. guess that was a good fit!
Daughter, Jennifer and son, Andrew had both been baptized at St. John’s;
now 25 and 23 yrs old. Nancy volunteered to teach Sunday School when
her kids were old enough to enter. Nancy enjoyed that commitment for 15
years. Lee has been called upon to help with property repairs, usher duties,
lawn service and now choir member! We’ve been committed to the growth
and change of our church home.
As a family, we would schedule a week vacation trip each year, mostly involved camping and water sports. The Otises have traveled north, south,
east and west from Kenosha as far as a week would take us. Canada, Florida, Washington, D.C. and South Dakota and many places in between.
We’ve gathered quite a collection of tent camping gear over the years. Now
our children are camping homies and have made use of the equipment.
Our camping days are over…prefer more lux sleeping environment. But, we
still love a fire!
We enjoy our church home! We feel blessed to have begun our Christian
worship, education and fellowship with the St. John’s community. We look
forward to another 25 years! Yikes!
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Home Communion Ministers
Another round of home communion minister training is being planned. The training
session, which will last about two hours,
will be held either after service on a Sunday
or on a Saturday morning. If you are interested in taking communion to homebound
or hospitalized fellow disciples of St. John’s,
please contact Pastor Jim. The plan is to intentionally pair a communion minister with
one of our homebound disciples.

Each month a few members will be
asked to write a bio so that we get
to know a little bit more about each other.
Watch for your request letter,
your turn maybe next.

Midweek Bible study
at 11 a.m. on Tuesdays
in the Gathering Space.
Come with a friend—
everyone is welcome.
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OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS
3rd— Andrew Otis
3rd— Lee Otis
6th— Ellen Potthast
12th—Amy Hippensteel
18th—Jim Redmond & Erin Waynes
21st—Jaymie Laurent
22nd– Jackson Tisch
23rd – Eric Houghton & Douglas Merow
24th – Meg Wolfers
26th—Jillian Mayer
27th—Pat Sjuggerud

If your Birthday
was missed,
please let
Mary in the
Church
Office know, so
that
we keep our
records up to
date.
Thank you.

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
9th – Dorothea Prust
16th - Nicole Houghton
27th – Jennifer Ellsworth
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Our new web site is up and running.
running
www.stjohnslutherankenosha.com
Thank you, Eric Houghton, who
designed and executed the site.
Please take time to look at it.
Suggestions about what else it
might include? Let Pastor Jim
or Eric know.

SOME CORRECTED INFORMATION
From our Historian - D.L. Stika
St John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
formally retired its pipe organ on Sunday
August 26, 2012. The
pipe organ was a creation of the Temple Organ Company of Lamoni, IA. It consisted
of a console, 13 sets of
pipes, 17 ranks and
975 pipes of various
sizes and shapes. The
organ was originally
dedicated on Sunday February 16, 1964.
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Please pray for your
Church Council Members

Please include
in your prayers:

Alice Kobrow

Deb Paddock

The family of Kaylen
Birk (niece of Kate
Meg Wolfers & Dennis Tisch),

Pat Tomsheck

Victor Main

Mary Zorn

Carol Ziesemer – President
Eric Houghton – Vice-President
Nancy Otis – Treasurer
Dennis Tisch - Secretary
Amy Ziesemer - Financial Secretary

Louis Cobo,
Paul Gehrke (son of
Donna Schneider),
Jessica Gugel,
Alice Kobrow,
Chuck Richter,

For your information: Alice Kobrow has been
moved to Grande Prairie Health & Rehabilitation Center in Pleasant Prairie. Please continue
to keep her in your prayers. Well wishes by way
of cards would be welcomed.

If you move, change your phone
number,
marital status, have a baby, etc.;
please let the church office know
so that we may
maintain our church records
accurately.

Jim Reilly (friend of
Carol Larsen),
and their families.
Also keep in your
prayers the people who
are dealing with
results of natural
disasters and economic
hard times. Please
inform the church
office with changes to
the prayer list.

Please inform the
church office with
changes to the prayer
list.
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Pastoral Care
Please call the office, 262262-654654-7113,
7113 when someone is hospitalized so that a visit can be arranged or a phone call made. Because of Federal privacy laws, hospitals rarely inform Pastors
when people are patients.
We are relying on your help & information so that people can be
properly cared for.
Pastor Jim will be in the office from 10 a.m. to around 5 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday. To make an appointment, please call the
church. Pastor also can be reached on his cell phone at 414491-5033.
Phone messages are answered on a regular basis.
Church office email address: stjohnswi@tds.net
Pastor Jim’s email address: stjohnspastor@tds.net

Articles or information for the Messenger or Calendar
should be submitted to the church office, electronically preferred, by the 15th of the previous month. Articles for the next Messenger should be submitted to
Mary by November 15th, 2012.
The deadline for Bulletin submissions is Tuesday at
noon.
Submissions can be e-mailed to stjohnswi@tds.net
Thank you!
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Annual
Sauerkraut & Sausage Dinner
Our annual Sausage and
Sauerkraut
Dinner will be held on
Sunday November 11
Serving from 4:00—6 p.m.

The event will be held in the
Fellowship Hall at St. John's Church
MARK THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR,
SO YOU DON’T MISS THIS TRADITIONAL EVENT.
Proceeds from this event will go to help replenish the
Pride in Property fund.
Tickets will be available from D. L. Stika
starting October 7.
Suggested Donation:
Adult - $8.00
Children 6—12 - $4.00
Under 6 are Free

Please keep saving your Aluminum cans! Please
save your empty aluminum cans & leave them in the
back driveway garbage bin area. Can’s must be in a
plastic bag and tied up. Proceeds will benefit the
Sunday School Program. Every little bit helps.
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We cannot change the direction of the
wind but we can adjust our sails.
One morning a little boy proudly presented his
grandmother with a cup of coffee that he made
himself. He anxiously waited to her his grandmother's opinion on his coffee. The grandmother
had never in her entire life had such a bad cup of
coffee, but as she forced down the last sip, she
noticed three of those little green army men in the
bottom of her cup.
She asked, "Sweetie, why are there 3 little green
army men in the bottom of grandma's cup?"
Her grandson replied, "You know, Grammy, it's just
like on television when they say, “The best part of
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Sponsorship for Flowers, Bulletins & Fellowship
Thank you to everyone who helps with the service by
sponsoring a monthly Bulletins and/or the weekly flowers
that are set on the altar. This is a great way to show that you
are thinking of someone. For Monthly Bulletin sponsorship the
cost is $25.00 for the month. For Weekly Flower sponsorship,
the cost is $11.00 per week, plus you get to take home the
flowers if you’d like.

Monthly Bulletin
Sponsors
Altar Flowers for October
October—
7—Irene Bashinsky
Irene Bashinsky
14 - The Paddocks
November is still
21 - Lorraine Paul
open. Please sign
28 - The Tisch Family
up in the gathering space.

Altar Flowers for
November
4 - Margie Slavik
11 - Pat & John Tomsheck
18 - The Houghtons
25 - Evelyn Ryan

M E N ’ S M I NI S TRY
Calling all Men!

Active Men’s Ministry
Member’s
Marv Modder
Erv Prust
John Tomsheck
Victor Main
Lee Otis
Pastor Jim Lynch
Ed Johnson-past
member of St. J

The Men's Ministry continues to meet at 8:30 a.m.
the first Saturday of the month. October’s meeting
will be at Gateway Café and November’s at Marina
Gardens at 8:30AM for breakfast. Please join us for
some Christian camaraderie and conversation. After
breakfast if there's anything to be done at St.
John's, we go over and do it. Raking, trimming,
mowing, shoveling, fixing doors and toilets—we do it
all. As the old saying goes, many hands make light
work.
All Men are invited to join. If you are not part of the
group, then come out and see what you are missing.
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Pick N Save We Care Program You can help St. John’s every time
you shop at Pick N’ Save! Just fill out a We Care Card or fill out a
NEW We Care Card and put St. John’s ID number (774640) in the
space marked for charity. There are forms in the Gathering Space
if you need one. Thank you for helping with this project.

OTHER AREAS OF NEED
Fellowship Host/Communion Assistances sign up is another
way that you can help out. The sign up sheets are located
in the gathering space. Please pick your dates. Your contributions to the church service is much appreciated.
FELLOWSHIP:
October 7 - OPEN, 14 - OPEN, 21 - Mary Davis,
28 - Karen Jabs & Lorraine Paul
November 4 - Josh & Amy Jabs, 1111-OPEN,
18 - Maria Cobo & Ruth Kulich 25—
25—OPEN
Communion Assistants for October and November
Oct. 7 - Mary Davis, 14 Jim & Deb Paddock,
21 - Deb Paddock & Carole Robbins, 28 - Deb Paddock
Nov - 4, 11. 18 - OPEN, 25 - Carole Robbins
Thank you for your help in all of these areas.
Flower Chairperson - Ruth Kulich
Fellowship Chairperson - Judy Jankiewicz
Bulletin Sponsorship Chair— Irene Bashinsky
Communion Assistant Chair - Jim & Debbie Paddock
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HOW YOU CAN HELP THE
URBAN OUTREACH CENTER
The ELCA Urban Outreach Center is located at 2006 60th
Street in the lower level of Grace Lutheran Church. Donations can be prepackaged or brought in bulk. If there are any
questions please feel free to call the Center at 262-6525545.
The Urban Outreach Center appreciates the donations
St. John’s members have provided over the years. Most
urgently needed are items will be identified as “Item of the
Month” Other donations continue to be welcome along with
monetary donations.
October Item of the Month: Lotion/Cocoa Butter
November Item of the Month: Tooth paste & brushes

Please call for information about how to get involved.
Thank you for all you do to support the Urban Outreach Center.
Greater Milwaukee Synod ELCA – OUR General Mission Support
St. John’s approved a budget contribution to the Greater Milwaukee Synod for
$5,000.00 for this year.
Through August 31 our contributions to the Synod total $2,061.00.
To meet our giving goal to the Synod, we would need to collect $735 each month
to December.
Remember to consider contributions to our Synod. The Synod counts on participating Churches for this revenue.
Our Synod provides our church guidance and advice in all aspects of our church operations and most notably our Synod passes a large percentage of its revenues to world
relief organizations. This is an avenue for contributing to causes outside our neighborhood, state and country.
Your weekly envelopes have a space for Mission Support. Your contributions in this
category are sent to the Synod monthly.
Nancy Otis, Treasurer
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St. John's Ev. Lutheran Church
TREASURER REPORT
YTD:

Current Ministries & Other*
Rent
Total Income:
Income
Total Oper. Exp.**
YTD Surplus(Deficit)

2012
Jan--Aug
Jan
$63,248
6,800
$70,048

2011
JanJan-Aug
$58,080
7,650
$65,730

2010
Jan –Aug
$52,730
6,800
$59,530

($71,319)

($71,664)

($52,435)

($1,271)
$1,271)

($5,934)

$7,095

*Other income includes contributions to church year celebrations,
memorials for Current Ministries, Sunday School, plate cash, bulletin support, fellowship collections and interest earned on checking acct.
**Operational Expenses do not include Mission payouts,
Pride in Property (PIP) expenditures or income and expenditures
related to Youth trip to New Orleans.

Checking Account Balance 8/31/2012

$43,612.83

Thank you,
Nancy Otis, Treasurer

If you are interested in becoming a member
of St. John’s or you would like envelopes
assigned to you, please contact Pastor or
Mary in the church office.
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A decision
was made to
list names of
people who
make
special
donations or
memorials
to the
church. If
you are
supposed to
be listed and
are not,
please
contact the
church
office to
make sure
that your
donation
was
received and
noted
properly.
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LETTERS OF THANKS
St. John's and the Exceptional Gifts Committee–

Thank you so much for the scholarship for
this year for my education at the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. I truly appreciated all
the help I can get! As I described in my letter,
I’ve switched my major from teaching to another passion – journalism. I’m quite excited
to begin an “internship” of sorts as an Assistant News Editor for the UWM Post in a few
weeks, and the financial support from Exceptional Gifts helps me make this opportunity a
reality.
Justin Jabs

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your $27. gift. As you know, the
needs are many and resources few. Your
donation has brightened our day and will
strengthen our mission of giving help and hope
to those experiencing homelessness and
hunger.
Gratefully,
The Shalom Center Board and Staff

Thank you from Donna Schneider
Donna Schneider thanks everyone in the congregation for their prayers for her son Paul Gehrke, who
was severely injured in a motorcycle accident earlier
in the summer. He finally is scheduled to go home
from the hospital. Donna extends a special thanks
to those who took her to and from the VA hospital
in North Chicago while her son was a patient there.
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Since the last Messenger our records show that
the following donations were received
A gift was received in celebration of the 51st Wedding
Anniversary of Ervin & Dorothea Prust.
A gift was received in “memory” of the organ by
John & Pat Tomsheck.

The Mission Basket Collection
for the following months
October—
October—Women’s Horizon
November—
November—Carthage Nicaragua Mission
Thank you in advance for your
generous donations to these causes.

A Great Big Thank You to all who signed up to
receive the Messenger and other Church
related items by email. This saves the church
money. If you would like to sign up, please
inform the Church office.

